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To 
Mxs. SIBSON. 


MADAM, 


S you are ſo much intereſtedin | 
the awful Event, which was | 
the Occaſion of the follow-- 


ing Diſcourſe, you are certainly the 
propereſt Perſon, to whom it ſhould 


be addreſſed. 


FE RMI TH me, then, to beg your 
kind Acceptance of it, with my 
ſincereſt Wiſhes and Prayers, that 
it may be made uſeful to you under 
your preſent Viſitation. 


I have not the Happineſs to be 


- acquainted with you, but it gives 


A 2 me 


have © choſen the nd] Part,” and 


are eager to ſecure the © one Thing 


cc needful.” 
1 ſincerely con gratulate your 
Choice, and pray G OD that every 


Affliction may bring you nearer to 


Himſelf, and evidently work No 


your eternal Good | 


I am, with great Reſpect, 
MAD AN, 


Your moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Caſtle-ſtreet, Southwark, 
June 12th, 1760. 


T. JONES. 
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Jonx, xvi. 33. latter Clauſe. 


Jn the World ye ſhall have Tribulation ; but 
be of good Cheer, I have overcome the 


World. 


HESE Words are the Concluſion 
of that affectionate and pathetic 
Speech our LoRD made to his 
Diſciples, when he was about to leave the 
% World and go unto his Father.” He 
prepares them by that tender and well- 
tim'd Addreſs, for the awful Surprize his 

Sufferings and Death mult neceſſarily give 


a them. 


He lets them know * how expedient it 
was that he ſhould “ go away” from this 
b lower World, that he might reign for ever 
' in Heaven, and from thence ſend down 
B ſome 


* Verſe 7——15. 


4 F 
* 
4. 4 


ſuch Gifts and Graces upon his Church, 


as ſhould train her up to ſhare with him 


in his Kingdom and Glory, 


AND, as our Saviour acquaints his Diſ- 
ciples with the near Approach of his Suf- 
ferings ; ſo doth he take care to arm them 


* againſt the rude Attacks which were 


ſhortly to be made upon their own Perſons. 
In the Verſe preceding the Text, he tells 
them that, little as they 7hen intended it, 
they would ere long, be fo ſtaggered by 


the Violence of Temptation, as to decline. 


for a Seaſon, the ſpiritual Warfare, and for- 
ſake him in his deepeſt Diſtreſs. © Behold 
e the Hour cometh, yea is now come, that 
« ye ſhall be ſcattered every Man to his 
c own, and ſhall leave me alone.” But 
that they might not conclude from hence, 
that he was unequal to the Taſk before 


him, he immediately ſubjoins, „* and 


«yet I am not alone becauſe the Father 
« is with me.“ 


Now, 


# Ch. xv. 20; 21. 
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TH 
Now, leſt this his poor diſtrefſed Family 
ſhould be . ſwailowecd up with over much 
« ſorrow” for their Maſter's Sufferings 
and their own Infirmity, or imagine his 
Affection for them was abated by his fore- 
ſeeing they would thus deſert him; he 


| kindly ſooths their Grief, and difpels their 


Fears, by telling them, Verſe 33, Theſe 
„ Things I have ſpoken unto you, that in 
&* me ye might have Peace.” He foretold 
his Sufferings to convince them of his Di- 
vinity, in being able to give them ſo cir- 


- cumſtantial an Account of what was ſtill 


future, to prepare them for the worſt, and 
to direct them where they might find a 
ſolid Peace and Tranquility, however the 


Storm of Alffliction might blow around 


them, All who are in him by a living 


Faith, are at Peace with GOD, and enjoy 


an inward Peace and Serenity in their own 
Breaſts. -'The blefied JESUS, “ 
« Prince of Peace, (as he is ſtiled 1/azah 


1x. 6.) forgot not his little Flock, but was 


providing for its Peace and Security, at 
the very Time he himſelf was expoſed to 
the greateſt Injuries, to an ignominious 


and cruel Death. Nor is our benevolent 


B 2 Re» 


a 


B% 2 


Redeemer leſs tender and affectionate in 


the latter Clauſe of the Verſe, wherein he 
thus bids them a kind Farewel. 


« IN the World ye ſhall have Tribula- 


« tion, but be of good Cheer, I have over- 
* come the World.” 


WII E you continue in this “ Vale 
* of Tears,” a Variety of Diſtreſs awaits 
you : But, be not diſheartened, yea rather 
rejoice, for I, your Friend and Saviour, 
have ſubdued the World, and rendered bly 


a conquered Foe. 


As theſe Words were „ written for 
&© our Admonition,” it is our Intereſt as 
well as Duty, to examine what Leſſon 
of Inſtruction they contain. 


To aſſiſt our Meditations on this af- 
fecting Paſſage, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


ſt, That Tribulation is the Chriſtian's 


Lot, during his Continuance here below. 


e In the World ye ſhall have Tribulation.” 


2dly, 


| 5 ) | 

2dly, That nevertheleſs, the Chri- 

ſtian has Reaſon to be of good Courage. 

* Be of good Cheer, I have overcome the 
& World.” 


A Practical Application of the 
whole, will conclude what I have to offer 
upon the Subject.---And may the Spirit of 
the living GOD vouchſafe his Bleſſing on 
what ſhall be delivered either out of his 
Word, or agreeable to the ſame ! 


iſt THEN, I am to ſhew, that Tribu- 
lation is the Chriſtian's Lot during his Con- 


tinuance here below. * In the World ye 
& ſhall have Tribulation.” 


« Man * is born to Trouble as the 
e Sparks fly upward.” The World we 
live in is a Scene of Sorrow, and is daily 
exhibiting freſh Inſtances of its Inability 
to ſatisfy an immortal Soul. The Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth are eagerly purſuing 
ſome favourite Schemes of Happineſs ; but, 
by the Uneaſineſs and Diſcontent obſerv- 


able 


* Job v. To 


ION _ 

able among them, they all, with one Con- 
ſent, proclaim, the Bleſſing, they are in 
Queſt of, mocks their Purſuit, and flies 


far from them. The Reaſon of which 


Diſquietude is plainly this: Man is a fallen 
Creature : He derives a ſinful and pollut- 
ed Nature from his firſt Parents : This evil 
Nature ſets him at a Diſtance from GOD, 
the only Fountain of Happineſs. . The 
Divine Image at firſt impreſſed on the 
Soul of Man, not only beſpoke his high 


Original, but afforded him a conſtant | 


Source of Joy and Happineſs. While he 
preſerved his primitive Innocence, a plea- 
fing Communion with GOD kept him 
free from every Diſturbance, bleſſed him 
with inward Peace and Tranquility, and 
made him as happy as his Heart could 
wiſh.----But, no ſooner had he broke the 
Divine Command, than the heavenly 
Image was defaced, his former Happineſs 
deſerted him, and left an aching Void in 
his Heart, which no carthly Enjoyments 
can fill up, no worldly Aid relieve, no- 
thing leſs than GOD can ſatisfy. A Man's 
own Heart will tell him, that he is, by 

Nature, 
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1 
Nature, the miſerable Creature above de- 
ſcribed, diſſatisfied with almoſt every thing 
about him, ever in purſuit of ſome Hap- 
pineſs, he knows he wants, but is at a 


Loſs how to attain. The ſacred Scriptures 
will acquaint him with the Reaſon of. all 
this; namely, that he is deſcended from 


an impure Original; that he * was 
« ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did his 
« Mother conceive him.” He is there 
told + that the Guilt of his firſt Parents 1s 
imputed, and he finds, by wretched Ex- 


perience, that their evil Nature is impart- 


ed to him.----The whole Scheme of Chri- 


ſtianity layeth down this for its Founda- 
tion, vig. That Man is a fallen Creature, 
and ſtands in Need of that Redemption 
and Deliverance, this Scheme propoſeth. 
What Wonder then, that Mankind ſhould 


be expoſed to ſuch a Variety of inward and 


outward Trials, when Scripture and Ex- 
perience acquaint us, they have drawn it 


down upon themſelves by their departing 
from the living GOD? If, more eſpecial- 


ly 
* Plalm li. 35. Rom. v. 13. 


I 
ly we take into our Account the many ac- 
tual Sins and Tranſgreſſions every one's 
own Conſcience accuſe him of, we muſt 
be ſelf- condemned, and fay © Thou * art 
« juſt in all that is brought upon us; for 
* thou haſt done right, but we have done 
« wickedly.” 


Tuls is the only rational Account that 
can be given of the Origin of Evil. This 
at once clears all the Attributes of Gop, 
and lays the Blame of Sin at the proper 
Door. By this Account too, we are no 
longer at a Loſs for the Reaſon why this 
World ſhould preſent us with ſo much 
'Uneafineſs and Vexation; ſince we are 
taught, that Sin hath ſet every Man's Hand 
againſt his Brother, and made us the un- 
happy Inſtruments of each other's Trials. 
Indeed, where the Benefits of Educa- 
tion, the Advantages of civil Society, 
and particularly the Bleſſings of Chri- 
ſtianity have poliſhed and refined Men's 
Manners, much of this Evil is abated. 
The kind Providence of God interpoſing 

| In 


Neh. ix 33. 


(9') 


in our Behalf, hath directed us how to 


blunt the Edge of various Calamities, and 


in ſome Inſtances, to turn Croſſes them- 


ſelves into Bleſſings. But yet, we have 
Inconveniencies enough remaining to juſti- 


fy the Scripture Aſſertion, too many Proofs 


of the fallen Nature of Man, and of his 
Guilt and Miſery on that Account. War, 
Peſtilence, Famine, Diſeaſes and Death, 
are the dreadful Train, Sin hath brought 
in with it, and one or other of them af- 


fords a conſtant Fund of Trouble to the 


Sons of Men. 


I nave dwelt the longer on this Sub- 


je, not only to account for that Variety of 


Afflictions we are encompaſſed with, but 
alſo to vindicate the Providence of Gop 
from the Accuſations of miſtaken Men. 
For whoever conſiders this Matter atten- 
tively muſt obſerve, that the Tribulation, 
this World abounds with, is not the Re- 


ſult of an arbitrary Deſignation of our 


Creator, but the natural and unavoidable 
Conſequence of our Rebellion againſt 
him. So long as the Heart of Man is 
unconverted and eſtranged from Gop, 
{who alone can give us the Happineſs we 


loſt 


( 10) 
loſt in Adam) he muſt be miſerable in 
any Situation, and will carry his own Tor- 


mentor with him, let him change his Place 


as often as he will. 


Nax, fo far from impeaching the di- 
vine Perfections, are © the Sufferings of this 
„ Life,” that they rather magnify the 


Goodneſs of Gop to his ſinful Creatures. 


As this World is not our Home, but we 
are paſling through it with an incredible 
Swiftneſs, to an eternal State; how good, 
how gracious is it in our heavenly Fa- 
ther, thus to write Vanity on every Crea- 
ture- Comfort, and thereby call off our 
Attention from the Objects of Senſe, from 
an unſatisfying, periſhing World; to ſeek 
e his Kingdom which cannot be moved,” 


and his Favour “* which is better than Life 


<« itſelf.” This is a Method he often uſes 
with the Children of Men, and many an 
exemplary Chriſtian has had Reaſon to ſay, 
* before I was troubled I went wrong.” 
Afflictions ſoften the human Heart, and 
prepare it to receive the good Seed,” 
which is © the Word of Gop.”* And 


when the Sinner is humbled by his Trou- 
bles, 


Luke viii. 11. 


FFF . 
„0 Yr VE ONS 


(11) 


bles, and returns to his gracious Redeem- 


er, he will then acknowledge with the 
Pſalmiſt, it is good for me, that I have 


cc been afflicted.” 


Lr us not then arraign the Juſtice of 
our Sovereign LorD, but make a becom- 
ing Uſe of the Diſaſters of Life, by call- 
ing upon Gop for his heavenly Grace, to 
wean our Aﬀections from this World, and 
to fix our Hearts on that ſpiritual and di- 
vine Life, wherein true Joys are to be 
« found.” Beſides what has been ſaid in 
Vindication of the Dealings of Gop with 
the Sons of Men, let us remember that 
he hath made a full and ample Proviſion 
for their Recovery. © * Gop ſo loved the 
„ World, that he ſent his only begotten 


<< Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


«© ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


* Life.” What we loſt in Adam is abun- 


dantly made up to us by JEsUs CHRIST. 
If the Guilt of the former is imputed to 
his Poſterity, the perfect Righteouſneſs of 
the latter is imputed alſo to his faithful 
People. For, „ as by one Man's Diſ- 
„ obedience, many were made Sinners; ſo 


C2 . by 
* John ui. 16. + Rom. v. 19. 


(12) 
r by the Obedience of one ſhall many be 
« made righteous.” As our firſt Parent 
hath entailed Miſery and Death on all who 
perſiſt in hie Rebellion, ſo the ſecond A- 
dam hath purchaſed Life and Peace for his 
real Diſciples, for he is © the + Au- 
c thor of eternal Salvation unto all them 
ce that obey him.” Behold, then, a glo- 
rious Diſplay of the divine Philanthropy !- 
Gop himſelf becomes the Sinner's Friend 
and Surety, and puts him into a Method 
to convert his foreſt Troubles into the moſt 
_ ſubſtantial Bleſſings. This Conſideration, 
as we ſhall ſee hereafter, will ſupport the 
Chriſtian under his Afflictions, and enable 
him to glorify Go in the Fire of Tri- 


bulation. | 


IT would be almoſtendleſs to recite the 
numerous Troubles the Chriſtian 1s ex- 
poſed to, in common with the reſt of his 
Fellow Creatures. But, beſides theſe, 
there are certain Trials affect the Believer 
as ſuch, and often diſtinguiſh him from 
the Generality of Men. But before I pro- 
ceed farther, it may not be amiſs to ob- 


ſerve what the Term, Chriſtian, implies. 
Now 
hg Heb. V. 9s | 


(13) 
Now, by this Word, I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean a Perſon, who makes 
only a bare Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but 
one who is a Chriſtian in Deed and in 
Truth. One, who from a Conſciouſneſs 
of his own Vileneſs, has fled for Refuge 
to the LoRD Jeſus Chriſt by a living 
Faith, and hath received with Thankful- 
neſs the free Salvation he came to pur- 
chaſe. One, whoſe Faith is wrought in 
him by the holy Spirit, and diſcovers it- 
ſelf in a Life of Holineſs and uniform 
Obedience to the Will of Gop. This, I 
apprehend, is the true Definition of a 
Chriſtian, and in this Senſe, I deſire to 
be underſtood, wherever the Terms Chri- 
ſtian or Believer occur in this Diſcourſe. 


Or ſuch an one we affirm, that Tribu- 
lation is his Lot, during his Pilgrimage 
here below. And this a Tribulation, which 
is often peculiar to the Chriſtian as ſuch. 
It is not uncommon to ſee the true Believer 
exerciſed with ſundry Afflictions. Now, 
this is not only a ſtriking Argument for 
the Truth-and Certainty of a future State, 
wherein theſe ſeemingly unequal Diſtri- 
| butions ſhall be ſet right, but a Proof al- 

FR ny ſo 


(14) 
ſo of that peculiar Relation, the Believer 
ſtands in to the moſt High. For * whom 
c the LoRD loveth he chaſteneth and 
« ſcourgeth every Son whom he receiv- 
eth. 


' INGRATITUDE and Treachery of pre- 
tended Friends, the Reſentment and Malice 
of enraged Enemies, teach him the Va- 
nity of the Creature, and incline him to 
a ſtill cloſer Union with that Friend, who 
never faileth nor deceiveth. Diſappoint- 
ments in Life wean him from the World, 
and prompt him to purſue that true Fe- 
licity, which no Force, nor Fraud can 
deprive him of. Frequent Sickneſs, and 
all the painful Attendants on a feeble 
Conſtitution, read him a ſilent but in- 
ſtructive Lecture on his own Mortality, 
and bid him turn his Eyes to a glorious 
Reſurrection, when “ this corruptible Bo- 
dy“ ſhall „ preſs down the Soul” no 
longer, when © this earthly Tabernacle” 
ſhall no more «© weigh down the Mind, 
«« which muſeth upon many Things.” 
Another Trial the Believer in IEs us muſt 
expect, is Perſecution from the World. 


This 
# Heb: Xii. 6. 


( 15 


This ſeems to be the principal Meaning 
of the Word: «© Tribulation” in our Text. 


However fair the Chriſtian might ſtand 


with the Men of the World before his 


Converſion ; no ſooner does he renounce 


his former Sins, and ſeek in earneſt the 
Kingdom. of Heaven, than they declare 


War againſt him. Openly deriding, or ſe- 


' eretly reviling him, and trying every Ex- 


dient to bring him back to his former 
evil Courſes. And, although outward, vi- 


.olent Perſecution is a Stranger in this hap- 


py Iſland; yet the Believer finds Tribu- 


lation enough to exerciſe his Faith and 
Patience, to convince him that “ * the 


« Friendſhip of the World is Enmity with 
«© Gop.” While he continued a Rebel, to 


his Gor, he had the World's Eſteem; 
but upon his true Repentance, he muſt 


expect according to his more publick or 
private Station, to feel more or leſs of its 


Reſentment. 


Now the Uſe the Believer makes of all 
theſe Troubles, is to glorify that Gop, 
who chaſteneth him in this Life, that 


he may not be condemned with the 
World. 


fam, iv. 4. 


(16) 
World. He examines his own Heart, 
to ſee for what particular Sins theſe Vi- 
ſitations are reſpectively ſent, and humbles 
himſelf under the mighty Hand of Gop. 
He pours out his Heart in earneſt Prayer, 
that theſe Afflictions may be ſanctified, 
that Patience may have its perfect Work, 
and that all the Graces of the bleſſed 
Spirit, may be brought into Act, and 
Exerciſe by him. His Prayer is heard, 
and he hath Faith given him to ſee “ all 
te theſe Afflictions working together,” for 
his real, his eternal Good. | 


I might alſo mention the great Tri- 
bulation which the Children of Gop ex- 
perience at Times, from their own Hearts, 
and from the dangerous Temptations of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil.--- 
But, as I have drawn out this Head to a 
greater Length than I intended, it is Time 
for us to conſider, that notwithſtanding 
Tribulation 1s the Chriſtian's Lot, yet 


2dly, Hz hath abundant Reaſon to be 
of good Courage. Be of good Cheer. 
J have overcome the World,” In this 
I ſhall be very briet. 
| OUuR 


(17) 


Ou bleſſed Redeemer hath not left 
his Church without a ſuitable Relief un- 
der her Troubles. He who hath bought 
the Believer with his own Blood, is lead- 
ing him through theſe Tribulations to the 
Kingdom of Gop. Diſcouraging as out- 
ward Trials are to mere Fleſh and Blood, 
the Chriſtian's Grief is moſt powerfully 
aſſwaged by that glorious Hope that is ſet 
before him. Be of good Cheer,” faith 
our LoRD to his Diſciples. Ozpazir:, be 
confident, be couragious : * the Word ſig- 
nifieth Boldneſs, implying that our Confidence 
in Go, cauſeth Boldneſs and Courage. 


AN hard Leſſon this, to be chearful, 
to be couragious and rejoice under heavy 
Afflictions! But, when we conſider the 
Reaſon our Saviour gives us for this cheer- 
ful Patience in Tribulation, we may 
ceaſe to wonder. I have overcome the 
«© World.” Bitter Enemy as it is, to the Diſ- 
ciples of the Lamb, he hath vanquiſhed 
and entirely routed its numerous Hoſts. 
He hath conquered the Prince of this 


World, and reſerved him in“ everlaſting 
D « Chains 


® Leigh's Crit. Sacr, 


(18) 

«© Chains under Darkneſs unto the Judg- 
« ment of the great Day.” Then ſhall the 
Saints of Gop be Witnefles of their Sa- 
viour's Triumph. The Chriſtan is to re- 
member, that his Maſter overcame the 
World by ſuffering all it could lay upon 
him. By his meritorious Death and Blood- 

ſhedding, he hath made a perfect Atone- 
ment to the Father's Juſtice, for the Sins 
of Men, and hath purchaſed for them 
eternal Life. By theſe Sufferings, the 
Enemy of our Souls, © the Prince of this 
«© World,” hath received a mortal Blow. 
Death too, another of the Sinnner's Ad- 
verſaries, is diſarmed of its Sting, and 
the Doors of everlaſting Happineſs are 
now thrown open, and every poor return- 
ing Penitent is ſure to find an eaſy, a wel- 
come Admittance. 


| Ih "theſe Afflictions then, to a Soul, 
truly juſtified through Isos CHRIST, are 
no more than the gentle Corrections of a 
tender Father. The View of future Bliſs 
ſupports the Believer in his preſent Pil- 
grimage, he knows his Troubles can have 
but a ſhort Duration, and his chief De- 
fire is to glorify God by a pious and 
cheerful 


(19) 
cheerful Submiſſion to his righteous Will. 
The Contempt and Reproach of the 
World now fit eaſy on him, fince his 
Maſter hath ſo overcome it, as to ren- 
der all its Threats and Malice feeble and 
impotent ; he fears not the World there- 
fore, £* which cannot kill the Soul,” but 
is rather ſollicitous to fear him, who 
is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul 


6 in Hell.” 


AGAIN, as our dear Redeemer hath 
overcome the World for his People; he 
alſo overcomes it in them, by arming 
them with his Grace and holy Spirit, by 
enduing them with Patience, deadening 
them to the Things of this World, wean- 
ing their Aﬀections from it, and raiſing 
them to ſublimer Objects. In ſhort, he 
giveth them a Victory that” moſt effec- 
tually ** overcometh the World, even 
% Faith“ in him. But, as I am fearful 
of treſpaſſing too much on your Time, I 
cannot enlarge on this pleaſing Subject. 
I ſhall therefore make a ſhort Application 
of the whole, and ſo conclude. 


AND iſt, let us learn from the World's 


Inability to give us real Happineſs, not 
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to fix our Hearts and Minds upon it. Its 
greateſt Pleaſures are dear bought, very 
ſhort-liv'd, and too often detain the Heart 

from purſuing its- trueſt, its everlaſting 
Intereſt. Let the various Croſſes and 

Trials we meet with, lead us to our Sa- 

viour's Throne, that we may find © Grace 

&« to help in Time of Need.” The real 
Chriſtian may conſider them as Tokens 

of his Father's Love, and draw unſpeak- 

able Comfort from the Conſideration. But 
how unhappy muſt your Caſe be, who 
are ſurrounded with Afflictions, and yet 

remain Strangers to the ſolid Comfort 

true Religion inſpires? let me entreat 

you to confider wherefore you are thus 
afflicted. Look upon your various Diſ- 
appointments, as ſo many gracious Calls | 
from Gop to bring you home to him- 

ſelf. Long have you wandered from him, 

long hath he had Patience with you. But 

Oh! take Heed, I beſeech you, leſt if 

none of theſe Things move you, ye be 

at length involved in everlaſting Ruin. Be 

ye well aſſured, that ſo long as you are 
Strangers to that dear Redeemer, wha 
endured ſo much for Sinners---you have 


no Reaſon to expect a Bleſſing from Hea- 
| VEN, 
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ven, upon any Thing you undertake. 
Remember withal, your Breath is in your 
Noſtrils, and if you die in your Sins, no- 
thing can fave you from the Damnation 
of Hell.--- 


Bor happy you who are returning 
Home to your adorable Saviour, in true 

Repentance. Your Afflictions, it ſhould 
ſeem, have indeed been ſanctified, by rouz- 
ing you from your carnal Security, and 
inclining your Hearts to ſeek the LoRD. 
Fear not to draw nigh unto him. He 
will moſt certainly receive you, and if you 
are ſincere, neither do I condemn thee,” 
is the harſheſt Language he will give you, 


AGAIN, let ſuch as are united to our 
Saviour, by a living Faith, be thankful for 
the Privileges they are entitled to. Let 
them remember they are “ called to * Glo- 
c ry” hereafter, and to Virtue” here, as 
the Road that leads to it. They are to im- 
prove every Affliction, as an inſtructive 
Leſſon, to teach them Submiſſion to the 
Will of GOD. Nor let them be deject- 
ed amidſt the ſevereſt Trials, fince “ He 


“ who is higher than the Higheſt regar- 
6 deth” 
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ce deth” them; and will make theſe light 
& Afflictions which are but for a Moment 
« work out for them, a far more exceed- 
* ing and eternal Weight of Glory.” 
They are put into the Furnace, only to be 
refined, they ſhall loſe nothing but their 
Droſs, and in due Time, will be brought 
forth as Gold tried in the Fire.“ 


Cou RAGE then, my Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, faint not in your ſpiritual Warfare, 
your Redeemer goeth before you, he hath 
« overcome the World,” and ina little while 


you ſhall ſhare with him in his Triumph, 


Oc more we may obſerve that, as 
our bleſfed Redeemer overcame the World 
by Suffering, we alſo muſt overcome it in 
like Manner. We are not to repel the 
Reproach and Contempt we meet with, 
by returning Railing for Railing,” nor 
rendering Evil for Evil,” but muſt over- 
come our Enemies by Love, meekly ſub- 
mitting to the Injuries done us for our Sa- 
viour's Sake, exercifing Patience and For- 
bearance to our bittereſt Adverſaries. This 
is the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, this is the 
readieſt Way to learn Submiffion to the 

| Divine 
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Divine Will, and to attain the holy Art of 
Contentment and Reſignation *®. The 
Croſs is the Way to Glory ; and. when we 
conſider how earthly and ſelfiſh our Hearts 
are, how ſtubborn our Wills, how rugged 
our Tempers, and how boiſterous our Paſ- 
ſions; we ſhall ſee the Neceſſity of theſe 
fiery Trials to refine our Spirits. 


 Tavs have I finiſhed what I defign- 
ed, and, I hope, in ſome Meaſure, fulfil- 
ed the Will of the Deceaſed. As I was a 
Stranger to him, it cannot be expected that 
I ſhould enlarge upon his Character. In- 
deed, Diſcourſes of this kind, are chiefly 
deſigned to convey Inſtruction to the Liv- 
ing, who alone can receive any Benefit 
from them. Let his Death therefore teach 
vs to prepare for our own, and put us up- 
on examining how Matters ſtand between 
GOD and our Souls, before we go 
& hence and be no more ſeen.” 


I ſhall conclude all with the Words of 
our excellent Liturgy in the Burial Office. 
| | c 0 


* I wiſh I may have Influence enough with the Reader, 
to prevail on him to peruſe an excellent and maſterly Trea- 
tiſe on this Subject. The Title of it is, The great 
«© Duty of Self-Refignation to the Divine Will.” By the 


la:e pious and learned JohN WorTerINGTON, D. D. Pre- 
b-ndary of Lincoln. 
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« LORD JESUS, CHRIST, who is 
44 the Reſurredtion Ind the Life, in whom 
« © whoſoever believeth ſhall live though 
* he die, and. wholoever liveth and be- 
« Lieveth j in Him, ſhall not die eternally, 
* who alſo hath taught us (by his holy 
« Apoſtle St. Paul,) not to be ſorry, as 
Men without Hope, for them that ſleep 
6 in Him ; We meekly beſeech thec, 0 
% Father, to raiſe us from the Death of 
« Sin unto the Life of Righteouſneſs; 
cethat when we Hall depart this Life, we 
« May reſt in Him, as our Hope: is our 
te; Zecetrſed Brother doth : And that at the 
general Reſutrection in the laſt Day, we 
e may be found acceptable in. thy Sight, 
< and receive that Bleſſing, which thy 
e well beloved Son ſhall then pronounce 


s to all that love, and fear thee; ſaying, 


« Come ye bleſſed Children of my Father, 
« receive the Kingdom prepared for you, 
© from the Beginning of the World. 
r Grant this, we beſcech thee; O merci- 
@ Ful Father, through JESUS CHRIST 
e Pas McGiator and Redeemer. Amen.” 
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